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Responding to Trials

A Surrendered Will

James 1:4
Introduction:  

   The Surrendered Life - Romans 12:1-2
I.  The Prerequisite - Brothers
II. The Reason – Mercies of God

III. The Present Action 

        (Present your Bodies to God)

       A.  A Living Sacrifice

       B.  An Acceptable Sacrifice

       C.  A Logical Sacrifice

IV. All Future Actions

        A.  Stop Being Conformed to This World

        B. Go On Being Transformed
V.  The Result – Knowledge
       (Know the Will of God)

       A.  It is Good
       B.  It is Acceptable
       C.  It is Perfect – Complete

I. Submit to the Process of Perseverance - 1:4a
“But let patience have its perfect work,”
   A. What is Happening During Our Trials

          ὑπομονὴ̥ - perseverance same word as in v. 3
       1.  It is a Divine Work
            You are God’s workmanship (Eph 2:10)
            a. God is Working on you all the time 

 It is God Who is at work in you, both to will and do of his good pleasure. (Phil 2:12-23)
            b. God uses His Word – I Thess. 2:13

 “For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you, the believers.

c. God works through the Circumstances of our lives – the good, the bad and the ugly 
“God works all things together for good to those who love Him, to those who are called according to His purpose.” (Romans 8:28)
“Be Patient, God is not finished with me yet; He’s still working on me to make me what I ought to be; It took Him just a week to make the moon and stars; the sun and the earth and Jupiter and Mars; He’s still working on me”

B.  What We Must be Doing During Our Trials (3rd person imperative)
Let perseverance have its perfect work.

The “let” indicates that we must surrender or acquiesce to what the Lord wants to do in our lives.

The Unsurrendered Will (during trials)

· Stops praying

· Stops drawing close

· Stops trusting

· Stops growing

That hinders God’s work in that life.
II. Understanding the Purpose of Perseverance – 1:4b
“that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.”

A.  Spiritual Perfection -  τέλειοι
Not sinless perfection but completeness or maturity – adulthood

Babies are cute and cuddly. If we go to someone’s house the baby cries, we are patient with her, we even smile and say isn’t she so sweet. She has a temper tantrum – she’s still cute.  On the way home, we don’t even mention that the baby cried or had a fit – that’s what babies do! But if an adult is crying uncontrollably, or has a temper tantrum, we run to the car and talk about it all the way home.

Spiritually immature adults are not cute either. Trials are intended to make us mature.

B.  Spiritual Completion - ὁλόκληροι
Lacking nothing - Peter said “add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance…”
